
	

IF YO
U

 ARE STO
PPED FO

R Q
U

ESTIO
N

IN
G

 
 Stay calm

. Don’
t run. Don’

t argue, resist or obstruct the police, even if 
you are innocent or police are violating your rights. Do not touch any 
police officer and keep your hands w

here police can see them
.  

 Ask if you are free to leave.  If the officer says yes, calm
ly and silently  w

alk 
aw

ay. If you are under arrest, you have a right to know
 and to know

 w
hy. 

 You have the right to rem
ain silent and cannot be punished for refusing 

to answ
er questions. If you w

ish to rem
ain silent, tell the officer out loud. 

Refusing to answ
er m

ay m
ak e police suspicious of you.  

Identifying Yourself: Arkansas law
 requires you to identify yourself to a 

law
 enforcem

ent officer upon request.  Police can’
t legally arrest you for 

refusing to provide your nam
e unless you are suspected of crim

inal 
activity or your identification is needed to protect officer safety or resolve 
the reasonable suspicions that prom

pted the stop.  If you reasonably fear 
that your nam

e is incrim
inating, you can claim

 the right to rem
ain silent.   

If you are asked your identity, you m
ust use your discretion as to w

hether 
you w

ish to refuse or to ask the law
 enforcem

ent purpose of the request.   
 You do not have to consent to a search  of yourself or your belongings, 
but police m

ay “
pat dow

n”
 your clothing if they suspect a w

eapon. You 
should not physically resist, but you have the right to refuse consent for 
any further search. If you do consent, it can affect you later in court. 
IF YO

U
 ARE STO

PPED IN
 YO

U
R CAR  

 Stop the car in a safe place as quickly as possible. Turn off the car, turn 
on the internal light, open the w

indow
 part w

ay and place your hands on 
the w

heel. 
 

Upon request, show
 police your driver’

s license, registration and proof 
of insurance.  If given a ticket, you should sign it; otherw

ise you can be 
arrested.  You can alw

ays fight the case in court later. 
 If an officer or im

m
igration agent asks to look inside your car, you can 

refuse to consent to the search. If police have probable cause to believe 
your car contains evidence of a crim

e, your car can be searched w
ithout 

your consent.   
 Both drivers and passengers have the right to rem

ain silent. If you are a 
passenger, you can ask if you are free to leave. If the officer says yes, sit 
silently or calm

ly leave. Even if the officer says no, you have the right to 
rem

ain silent. 
 IF YO

U
 ARE Q

U
ESTIO

N
ED ABO

U
T YO

U
R IM

M
IGRATIO

N
 STATU

S 
 You have the right to rem

ain silent and do not have to discuss your 
im

m
igration or citizenship status w

ith police, im
m

igration agents or any 
other officials. You do not have to answ

er questions about w
here you 

w
ere born, w

hether you are a U.S. citizen, or how
 you entered the 

country. (Separate rules apply at international borders and airports, and 
for individuals on certain nonim

m
igrant visas, including tourists and 

business travelers.) 
 If you are not a U.S. citizen and an im

m
igration agent requests y our 

im
m

igration papers, you should show
 them

 if you have them
 w

ith you. 
If you are over 18, carry your im

m
igration docum

ents at all tim
es. If you 

do not have im
m

igration papers, say you w
ant to rem

ain silent. 
 Do not lie about your citizenship status or provide false docum

ents.     
	

	W
HAT TO

 DO
 IF YO

U
 A RE STO

PPED BY  
PO

LICE, IM
M

IG
RATIO

N
 AG

EN
TS O

R THE FBI 
 YO

U
R RIG

H
TS  

• 
You have the right to rem

ain silent. If you w
ish to exercise that right, 

say so out loud.  Rem
em

ber anything you say can be used against you.  
• 

You have the right to refuse to consent to a search of yourself, your 
belongings, your car or your hom

e.  
• 

If you are not under arrest, you have the right to calm
ly leave. 

• 
You have the right to a law

yer if you are arrested. Though one w
ill not 

be provided im
m

ediately, you can and should invoke your right to one 
by asking for one im

m
ediately.  

• 
Regardless of your im

m
igration or citizenship status, you have 

constitutional rights.  
 YO

U
R RESPO

N
SIBILITIES 

• 
Do stay calm

 and be polite. 
• 

Do not interfere w
ith or obstruct the police. 

• 
Do not lie or give false docum

ents. 
• 

Do prepare yourself and your fam
ily in case you are arrested. 

• 
Do rem

em
ber the details of the encounter. 

•   Do file a w
ritten com

plaint w
ith the police departm

ent internal affairs 
division and notify the ACLU if you believe  your rights have been violated .  

 
 This inform

ation is not intended as legal advice.            

	

IF
 T

HE
 P

O
LI

CE
 O

R 
IM

M
IG

RA
TI

O
N

 A
GE

N
TS

 C
O

M
E 

TO
 Y

O
U

R 
HO

M
E 

 If 
th

e 
po

lic
e 

or
 im

m
igr

at
io

n 
ag

en
ts

 co
m

e 
to

 y
ou

r h
om

e,
 y

ou
 d

o 
no

t h
av

e 
to

 le
t t

he
m

 in
 u

nl
es

s t
he

y h
av

e 
ce

rt
ai

n 
ki

nd
s o

f w
ar

ra
nt

s.  
    

 As
k 

th
e 

of
fic

er
 to

 s
lip

 th
e 

w
ar

ra
nt

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
do

or
 o

r h
ol

d 
it 

up
 to

 th
e 

w
in

do
w

 so
 y

ou
 ca

n 
in

sp
ec

t i
t. 

A 
se

ar
ch

 w
ar

ra
nt

 a
llo

w
s p

ol
ice

 to
 e

nt
er

 th
e 

ad
dr

es
s l

ist
ed

 o
n 

th
e 

w
ar

ra
nt

, b
ut

 o
ffi

ce
rs

 c
an

 o
nl

y 
se

ar
ch

 th
e 

ar
ea

s a
nd

 
fo

r t
he

 it
em

s l
ist

ed
. A

n 
ar

re
st

 w
ar

ra
nt

 a
llo

w
s p

ol
ice

 to
 e

nt
er

 th
e 

ho
m

e 
of

 
th

e 
pe

rs
on

 li
st

ed
 o

n 
th

e 
w

ar
ra

nt
 if

 t
he

y 
be

lie
ve

 t
he

 p
er

so
n 

is 
in

sid
e.

 A
 

w
ar

ra
nt

 o
f r

em
ov

al
/d

ep
or

ta
tio

n 
(IC

E 
w

ar
ra

nt
) d

oe
s 

no
t a

llo
w

 o
ffi

ce
rs

 to
 

en
te

r a
 h

om
e 

w
ith

ou
t c

on
se

nt
.  

 Ev
en

 if
 o

ffi
ce

rs
 h

av
e 

a 
w

ar
ra

nt
, y

ou
 h

av
e 

th
e 

rig
ht

 to
 re

m
ai

n 
sil

en
t. 

If 
yo

u 
ch

oo
se

 to
 sp

ea
k 

to
 th

e 
of

fic
er

s, 
st

ep
 o

ut
sid

e 
an

d 
clo

se
 th

e 
do

or
.  

In
 so

m
e 

em
er

ge
nc

y s
itu

at
io

ns
 (l

ike
 so

m
eo

ne
 in

sid
e 

sc
re

am
in

g f
or

 h
el

p 
or

 if
 ch

as
in

g 
so

m
eo

ne
 w

ho
 is

 fl
ee

in
g)

 o
ffi

ce
rs

 m
ay

 e
nt

er
 a

 h
om

e 
w

ith
ou

t a
 w

ar
ra

nt
.  

 IF
 Y

O
U

 A
RE

 C
O

N
TA

CT
ED

 B
Y 

TH
E 

FB
I 

 If 
an

 F
BI

 a
ge

nt
 c

om
es

 to
 y

ou
r h

om
e 

or
 w

or
kp

la
ce

, y
ou

 d
o 

no
t h

av
e 

to
 

an
sw

er
 a

ny
 q

ue
st

io
ns

. T
el

l t
he

 a
ge

nt
 y

ou
 w

an
t t

o 
sp

ea
k 

to
 a

 la
w

ye
r 

fir
st

. 
 If 

yo
u 

ar
e 

as
ke

d 
to

 m
ee

t w
ith

 F
BI

 a
ge

nt
s 

fo
r 

an
 in

te
rv

ie
w

, y
ou

 h
av

e 
th

e 
rig

ht
 to

 s
ay

 y
ou

 d
o 

no
t w

an
t t

o 
be

 in
te

rv
ie

w
ed

. I
f y

ou
 a

gr
ee

 to
 

an
 in

te
rv

ie
w

, h
av

e 
a 

la
w

ye
r p

re
se

nt
. Y

ou
 d

o 
no

t h
av

e 
to

 a
ns

w
er

 a
ny

 
qu

es
tio

ns
 y

ou
 f

ee
l u

nc
om

fo
rt

ab
le

 a
ns

w
er

in
g,

 a
nd

 c
an

 s
ay

 t
ha

t 
yo

u 
w

ill
 o

nl
y 

an
sw

er
 q

ue
st

io
ns

 o
n 

a 
sp

ec
ifi

c t
op

ic
.  

	

IF
 Y

O
U

 A
RE

 A
RR

ES
TE

D 
 Do

 n
ot

 re
sis

t a
rr

es
t, 

ev
en

 if
 yo

u 
be

lie
ve

 th
e 

ar
re

st
 is

 u
nf

ai
r.  

 Sa
y 

yo
u 

w
ish

 to
 re

m
ai

n 
sil

en
t a

nd
 a

sk
 fo

r a
 la

w
ye

r i
m

m
ed

ia
te

ly
.  D

on
’

t 
giv

e 
an

y 
ex

pl
an

at
io

ns
 o

r e
xc

us
es

. I
f y

ou
 c

an
’

t p
ay

 fo
r a

 la
w

ye
r, 

yo
u 

ca
n 

st
ill 

in
vo

ke
 y

ou
r r

igh
t t

o 
on

e 
an

d 
yo

u 
m

ay
 h

av
e 

th
e 

rig
ht

 to
 fr

ee
 c

ou
ns

el
. 

Do
n’

t 
sa

y 
an

yt
hi

ng
, 

sig
n 

an
yt

hi
ng

 o
r 

m
ak

e 
an

y 
de

cis
io

ns
 w

ith
ou

t 
a 

la
w

ye
r. 

 Yo
u 

ha
ve

 th
e 

rig
ht

 to
 m

ak
e 

a 
lo

ca
l p

ho
ne

 ca
ll.

 T
he

 p
ol

ice
 ca

nn
ot

 lis
te

n 
if 

yo
u 

ca
ll a

 la
w

ye
r, 

bu
t t

he
y m

ay
 lis

te
n 

to
 o

r r
ec

or
d 

ot
he

r c
al

ls.
 

 Pr
ep

ar
e 

yo
ur

se
lf 

an
d 

yo
ur

 fa
m

ily
 in

 c
as

e 
yo

u 
ar

e 
ar

re
st

ed
.  

M
em

or
ize

 
th

e 
ph

on
e 

nu
m

be
rs

 o
f y

ou
r 

fa
m

ily
 a

nd
 y

ou
r 

la
w

ye
r. 

M
ak

e 
em

er
ge

nc
y 

pl
an

s i
f y

ou
 h

av
e 

ch
ild

re
n 

or
 ta

ke
 m

ed
ica

tio
n.

 
 Sp

ec
ia

l c
on

sid
er

at
io

ns
 fo

r n
on

- c
iti

ze
ns

:  
• 

As
k 

yo
ur

 la
w

ye
r 

ab
ou

t t
he

 e
ffe

ct
 o

f a
 c

rim
in

al
 c

on
vic

tio
n 

or
 p

le
a 

on
 

yo
ur

 im
m

igr
at

io
n 

st
at

us
.   

• 
Do

n’
t d

isc
us

s y
ou

r i
m

m
igr

at
io

n 
st

at
us

 w
ith

 a
ny

on
e 

bu
t y

ou
r l

aw
ye

r. 
• 

W
hi

le
 y

ou
 a

re
 in

 ja
il, 

an
 im

m
igr

at
io

n 
ag

en
t 

m
ay

 v
isi

t 
yo

u.
 D

o 
no

t 
an

sw
er

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 o

r s
ig

n 
an

yt
hi

ng
 b

ef
or

e 
ta

lki
ng

 to
 a

 la
w

ye
r. 

  
• 

Re
ad

 a
ll 

pa
pe

rs
 f

ul
ly.

 If
 y

ou
 d

o 
no

t 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

 o
r 

ca
nn

ot
 r

ea
d 

th
e 

pa
pe

rs
, t

el
l t

he
 o

ffi
ce

r y
ou

 n
ee

d 
an

 in
te

rp
re

te
r. 

 IF
 Y

O
U

 A
RE

 T
AK

EN
 IN

TO
 IM

M
IG

RA
TI

O
N

 (O
R 

“
IC

E”
) C

U
ST

O
DY

 
 Yo

u 
ha

ve
 th

e 
rig

ht
 to

 a
 la

w
ye

r, 
bu

t t
he

 g
ov

er
nm

en
t d

oe
s n

ot
 h

av
e 

to
 

pr
ov

id
e 

on
e 

fo
r y

ou
. I

f y
ou

 d
o 

no
t h

av
e 

a 
la

w
ye

r, 
as

k 
fo

r a
 li

st
 o

f f
re

e 
or

 lo
w

-c
os

t l
eg

al
 se

rv
ic

es
.  

   
	

Yo
u 

ha
ve

 th
e 

rig
ht

 to
 co

nt
ac

t y
ou

r c
on

su
la

te
 o

r h
av

e 
an

 o
ffi

ce
r i

nf
or

m
 th

e 
co

ns
ul

at
e 

of
 yo

ur
 a

rre
st

. 
 Te

ll 
th

e 
IC

E 
ag

en
t 

yo
u 

w
ish

 t
o 

re
m

ai
n 

sil
en

t. 
Do

 n
ot

 d
isc

us
s 

yo
ur

 
im

m
igr

at
io

n 
st

at
us

 w
ith

 a
ny

on
e 

bu
t y

ou
r l

aw
ye

r.  
 Do

 n
ot

 s
ig

n 
an

yt
hi

ng
, 

su
ch

 a
s 

a 
vo

lu
nt

ar
y 

de
pa

rtu
re

 o
r 

st
ip

ul
at

ed
 

re
m

ov
al

, w
ith

ou
t t

al
kin

g 
to

 a
 la

w
ye

r. 
If 

yo
u 

sig
n,

 yo
u 

m
ay

 b
e 

giv
in

g 
up

 a
ny

 
rig

ht
s y

ou
 h

av
e 

to
 tr

y t
o 

st
ay

 in
 th

e 
U.

S.
 

 Re
m

em
be

r 
yo

ur
 im

m
ig

ra
tio

n 
nu

m
be

r 
(“

A”
 n

um
be

r) 
an

d 
gi

ve
 it

 t
o 

yo
ur

 fa
m

ily
. I

t w
ill 

he
lp

 fa
m

ily
 m

em
be

rs
 lo

ca
te

 yo
u.

    
 

 Ke
ep

 a
 co

py
 o

f y
ou

r i
m

m
ig

ra
tio

n 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 w
ith

 so
m

eo
ne

 yo
u 

tr
us

t. 
    

 IF
 Y

O
U

 F
EE

L Y
O

U
R 

RI
GH

TS
 H

AV
E 

BE
EN

 V
IO

LA
TE

D 
 Re

m
em

be
r: 

po
lic

e 
m

isc
on

du
ct

 c
an

no
t 

be
 c

ha
lle

ng
ed

 o
n 

th
e 

st
re

et
. 

Do
n’

t p
hy

sic
al

ly 
re

sis
t o

ffi
ce

rs
 o

r t
hr

ea
te

n 
to

 fi
le

 a
 co

m
pl

ai
nt

.   
 W

rit
e 

do
w

n 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

 y
ou

 r
em

em
be

r, 
in

clu
di

ng
 o

ffi
ce

rs
’

 b
ad

ge
 a

nd
 

pa
tro

l c
ar

 n
um

be
rs

, w
hi

ch
 a

ge
nc

y 
th

e 
of

fic
er

s w
er

e 
fro

m
, a

nd
 a

ny
 o

th
er

 
de

ta
ils

. G
et

 c
on

ta
ct

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

fo
r 

w
itn

es
se

s. 
If 

yo
u 

ar
e 

in
ju

re
d,

 t
ak

e 
ph

ot
og

ra
ph

s o
f y

ou
r i

nj
ur

ie
s (

bu
t s

ee
k m

ed
ica

l a
tte

nt
io

n 
fir

st
). 

 Fi
le

 a
 w

rit
te

n 
co

m
pl

ai
nt

 w
ith

 t
he

 a
ge

nc
y’

s 
in

te
rn

al
 a

ffa
irs

 d
ivi

sio
n 

or
 

civ
ilia

n 
co

m
pl

ai
nt

 b
oa

rd
. 

In
 m

os
t 

ca
se

s, 
yo

u 
ca

n 
fil

e 
a 

co
m

pl
ai

nt
 

an
on

ym
ou

sly
 if

 y
ou

 w
ish

.  
  

Vi
sit

 w
w

w
.a

cl
ua

rk
an

sa
s.o

rg
 fo

r m
or

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n.
 


